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H ave you noticed the new ramp at the church? If you haven’t, 
I’m not surprised. A ramp leading up to the chapel entrance has 
been there since the addition was erected. But the walkway 

up the ramp had sagged. There was a deep crack within the pavement 
causing it to be uneven to walk on. Along the side of the building, there 
was a newer strip of concrete that appeared out of place and retained 
the rain as it fell. This, we believe, led to some of the water problems 
we have had over the years in the stairwell in the education building. 

Last week, a team came in to tear up the ramp. The brick walls 
that have lined the walk are still there, but this crew tore apart the 
concrete walkway. They jackhammered it into small, portable pieces. 
They constructed a webbing of metal rods and lined the new base with 
gravel. In no time, new concrete was poured, smoothed, and lined into 
perfectly measured sections. Now we have a safer, smoother entry for 
folks into the building. 

Honestly, I had paid little attention to the walkway since my arrival 
at church. I have helped push people in wheel chairs up that ramp and 
have helped funeral home personnel navigate those sharp turns. I have 
walked over those cracks and dips many times, never really noticing 
them. But when it was mentioned that we might need to address 
structural problems, the cracks became hard to leave unnoticed. There 
was real danger on that walkway had someone’s shoe or walker been 
caught by the uneven pavement. When it was noticed and discussed 
there was little option left but to fix the problem. 

A New Way Up
Our problem, I believe, is that we as believers are like that former 

ramp walkway. We have cracks and faults within our lives. There 
are parts of our faith and practice that have dipped from where they 
previously have been. These gaps could easily be identified as the 
lack of regular attendance, the withholding of tithes, or the lack of 
participation with community events in the life of the church. And while 
these examples might plague many, they are easy examples to highlight 
and quickly label as potential areas for improvement. 

But remember, I had walked that ramp many times. I had grown so 
accustomed to seeing those flaws, that I had almost accepted them. I am 
fearful that we do that all the time with the flaws and cracks within our 
own lives. I assume there are parts of us, our personalities, our abilities, 
and our attitudes that we have accepted as unchangeable parts. And 
some of these we know or wish could be different but have long since 
given up on trying to correct. Thus, we have accepted them as part of us. 

I thought this week about that young man with the jackhammer 
and how he shook as he tore apart the concrete. I saw him struggle to 
keep it in line while the noonday sun shone down on him. Foot by foot 
he worked on that ramp until it was in pieces that could be hauled away. 
His effort eventually led to something smooth, functional, and needed. 
The same effort might be needed on ourselves to make our hearts and 
souls better than they are today.  –Thomas Quisenberry

Wednesdays at First Baptist 

July 16 6:00 PM Churchwide Covered-Dish Picnic at
  Riverview Park 
  (park available for play from 5-8 PM)

July 23 6:30 PM Summer Fellowship & Bible Study 
  Everyone come to the Parlor; 
  bring desserts to share

July 30 6:30 PM Summer Fellowship & Bible Study 
  Everyone come to the Parlor; 
  bring fresh melons to share

Ballots for Deacon Nominations
Ballots for Deacon Nominations are available near the ballot 

boxes around the building, on our website, and in this issue of 
The Evangel. Instructions for nominating and returning your 
ballot are printed on the ballot. Nominations end at 12:30PM 
on Sunday, July 27. Ballots must be delivered or mailed to the 
church. No ballot will be accepted via email.

Tuesday, July 22 – Thursday, July 24
9:00 – Noon     $25 

    
ages: 3-5 yrs old

(must be 3 as of June 1
and potty trained)

Register by noon, Monday, July 21, at
www.fbcchattanooga.org!



On the Calendar
July 2014

Wednesday,  July  16,  2014
Churchwide  Picnic  at  Riverview  Park 6:00PM
Summer  Handbells 6:00PM
Thursday,  July  17,  2014
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  July  18,  2014
Habitat  for  Humanity  Workday 8:00AM
Sunday,  July  20,  2014
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Social  Ministries  Council 12:15PM
Monday,  July  21,  2014
Music  &  Arts  Camp 9:00AM
Tuesday,  July  22,  2014
Preschool  BAM  Camp 9:00AM
Music  &  Arts  Camp 9:00AM
Wednesday,  July  23,  2014
Preschool  BAM  Camp 9:00AM
Music  &  Arts  Camp 9:00AM
CommiOee  on  CommiOees 5:00PM
Singing  101 5:30PM
Summer  Handbells 6:00PM
SummerQme  Fellowship 6:30PM
Church  Conference 6:45PM
Bible  Study/  AcQviQes   7:00PM
Thursday,  July  24,  2014
Preschool  BAM  Camp 9:00AM
Music  &  Arts  Camp 9:00AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  July  25,  2014
Music  &  Arts  Camp 9:00AM
Sunday,  July  27,  2014
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Wednesday,  July  30,  2014
Summer  Handbells 6:00PM
SummerQme  Fellowship  &  Bible  Study 6:30PM

Whew, what a summer we are having! By 
the time you read this, we will have already 
had a great week of Vacation Bible School, 
a wonderful experience in Puerto Rico, an 
exciting evening of baseball, a filling meal 
at Dogwood, and meaningful camps for 
children and youth. I am exhausted just doing 
the recap. But every one of those events 
has a major impact on all or part of our 
congregation. When Jenny and I share with 
our friends and families who do not live here 
about our busy summer schedule, they can’t 
believe all we squeeze into a mere 9 weeks 
(for us, it includes trips to see both sides of 
the family). But, you know, I wouldn’t change 
any of it. How could I? What would I leave 
out: The week with the children in VBS? The 
relationships built in Puerto Rico? The fun 
of hanging out with you all at the ballgame? 
The powerful experiences of Dogwood? It 
is all great stuff! I hope you agree. Based on 
attendance this summer, you do. For each of 
the things listed we had more people involved 
this year than the last time we had that event. 
That speaks well for our church family. We 
want to be together. There is one area, though, 
where we have not exceeded attendance 
numbers from the past. That is in our worship 
together on Sunday mornings. In each of 
the activities I listed, our purpose for being 
together was to benefit us or another group 
of people. These type of events – ministry 

and fellowship – are key to what we should 
be doing as a church family. But what truly 
makes us a church, distinguishing us from 
other civic and social groups, is that we meet 
together and offer our gifts, our very selves, 
to God. Corporate worship is the only thing 
we do together that is solely for God! Marva 
Dawn refers to it as a “royal waste of time” 
because it is not means to some other end. 
It is an end in itself, and because it doesn’t 
“produce” some result, our culture must see 
it as a waste of time. But we know differently. 
We are called to be together in the presence of 
God. What a wonderful privilege. 

But wait, the summer isn’t over. We have 
one more special week coming. Our children’s 
Music and Arts Camp is July 21-25. And, just 
like the other things I listed, we have more 
children attending this year than ever before. 
And I want to extend a special Music and Arts 
Camp invitation to you. Each day of camp, at 
high noon, we will be hosting a mini-concert 
for campers, parents and any guests that 
would like to join us – that includes you. This 
year’s line-up is the best yet: Monday – Ethan 
McGrath, organ (Sanctuary); Tuesday – Brass 
Works, brass ensemble (Chapel); Wednesday 
– Dan Landrum, dulcimer (Chapel); Thursday 
– Jim Palmour, guitar (Chapel); Friday – 
Jessica Nunn and Friends, string quartet 
(Chapel). I hope you will join us! 

–Jeff Parker

Suitcase Ministry
Many of the families that come to us 

from Family Promise use plastic bags for 
their personal belongings. Since these items 
travel from church to church each week, 
suitcases would be much easier for the 
families as well as the volunteers loading/
unloading the trailers. Each church within 
the Family Promise network is participating 
in a Suitcase Ministry, collecting suitcases 
that are no longer needed by the original 
owner. If you have one or more suitcases that 
could be used by one of the families housed 
through Family Promise, please contact Lynn 
Strong at 423.877.0311.

Summertime



Deacon Nominations 
2014 

 

Every member of the First Baptist Church is urged to nominate up to fourteen (14) persons during the period of July 6, 
2014 to July 27, 2014 to serve on the Deacon Council. It is the desire of the Deacon Nominating Committee that each 
church member participates in an informed and prayerful manner. The term for these deacons will run from October 1, 
2014 through September 30, 2017. Ballots may be placed in locked boxes provided throughout the building or mailed to 
the church office in an envelope marked with the word “Ballot” on the outside. All ballots must either be signed on the 
back or placed in an envelope that is signed on the outside. Unsigned ballots will not be counted. 
 
Please remember: List one to fourteen nominees – Sign the back of the ballot or the envelope in which it is placed – 
Either mail to arrive on or before July 27, 2014 or place in a ballot box before 12:30 pm on July 27 – No ballot will 
be accepted after 12:30 pm on July 27. All ballots must be received as previously stated. We are not prepared to 
accept electronic ballots. 
 
In planning your nominations, remember that a deacon should: (1) have been a member of our church for a long enough 
period of time to prove the depth of his or her commitment, (2) attend all regular and called meetings of the Deacon 
Council, (3) be a faithful supporter of the entire church program and be regular in attendance at all services of worship, (4) 
be a firm supporter in word and deed of the mission program of the church, (5) be a tither in belief and practice, (6) have 
spiritual standards and practices in keeping with I Timothy 3:8-13 and Acts 6:3, (7) have a vision for the advancement of 
the kingdom of God and the local church, always faithful and eager to consider any worthy proposal for helping the 
church to fulfill its mission, (8) set a good example by faithfully discharging the duties of any church office or committee 
to which he or she may be called or elected, and (9) have conduct which at all times brings honor to the name and cause of 
Christ and to the credit of the church and to the community in which he or she lives. 
 
The following list of current Deacon Council members and Active Life Deacons are not eligible for nomination this 

year:                 Do NOT vote for any of the following! 
   
Bill Allen 
Mary Jayne  Allen 
Jeanne Alley 
Reggie Alley 
Joel Avery 
Nannette Avery 
Bob Batson 
Jim Blentlinger 
Gary Bond  
Lewis Cain 
Bobby Colvin 
Charlie Cooper 
Laura Cooper  
Ron Cooper 

Dean Cruce 
Art Dickerson  
Bill Doyle 
Martha Eaves 
Ray Fox 
Charles Groves 
Ben Gross 
Clark Gross 
Helen Gross 
Rex Helton 
Gary Hilbert 
Jim Hinkle 
Alishea Hixson 
David Hixson 
Brenda Hooper 

Herb Hooper 
Everett Kerr 
John Kerr 
Mary LaRoche 
Gator Kusenda 
Steve Kusenda 
Bryan Laseter 
Jeff Laseter 
Melissa Laseter 
Susan Laseter 
Bill Lockery 
Sandra Longer 
Carol Martin 
David Martin 
Dan Mayfield 

Tom McCullough 
Archie Meyers 
George Mitchell 
Russell Polston 
Carol Prevost 
Rusty Rouse 
Jim Schwall 
Tina Shoop 
Sue Sisson 
Willard Sisson 
Lynn Strong  
Marc Thomas 
Wayne Vinyard 
John Yantis 
Steve Yantis 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Deacon Ballot (Nominate up to 14) 
 

  1.________________________   2.________________________ 3.________________________ 
 
  4. ________________________   5. ________________________ 6. ________________________ 
 
  7. ________________________   8. ________________________ 9. ________________________ 
 
10. ________________________ 11. ________________________ 12. ________________________ 
 
13. ________________________ 14. ________________________ 
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Thomas Quisenberry
Senior Pastor

thomas@fbcchattanooga.org

Jeff Parker
Minister of Music & Worship

jeff@fbcchattanooga.org

Michael Sepulveda
Minister of Children & Youth

michael@fbcchattanooga.org

David Daley
Facilities Supervisor

david@fbcchattanooga.org
 

 Anna Graham
 Education Administrative Assistant

 anna@fbcchattanooga.org

Frances Marandi
Music Administrative Assistant
frances@fbcchattanooga.org

Susan Self
Financial Assistant

susan@fbcchattanooga.org

Judy Sullivan
Pastoral Administrative Assistant

judy@fbcchattanooga.org

 Ministerial & Support Staff

Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE FOR 6/29/2014  ATTENDANCE FOR 7/6/2014 
222 Worship    219 Worship 
 13 Worship Care     12 Worship Care 
235 WORSHIP TOTAL   231 WORSHIP TOTAL 
233 Sunday School   213 Sunday School 
 
 
FINANCE REPORT 
 

Budget receipts for the week of 6/29/14  $ 14,232.93 
Other receipts on 6/29/14          245.00 
 Total for week as of 6/29/14  $ 14,477.93 
 

Budget receipts for the week of 7/6/14  $ 23,639.39 
Other receipts on 7/6/14         2,680.00 
 Total for week as of 7/6/14  $ 26,319.39 
 

Weekly needs in T & O to meet budget  $ 15,673.08 
 
July Year-to-Date Receipts  $741,892.73 
July Year-to-Date Expenses  $797,126.16 
YTD Actual-Loss     ($  55,233.43) 
 As of 7/8/14 
 


